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Coming Home for Christmas

Sometime over the Thanksgiving
weekend | will put on George
Fredrick Handel's Messiah on
f the CD player and officially wel-
come the advent and Christmas
season. The opening aria, sung
@ by a tenor, is among the most
familiar and beloved pieces of
music. The words are from the 40" chapter of the
book of the prophet Isaiah “Comfort ye, comfort
ye...” The New Revised Standard version of the
Bible translates it “Comfort, o comfort my people
says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem.”

It's homecoming music. Hebrew exiles have been
living in captivity in Babylon for more than a gen-
eration. Hope has all but faded. The situation is
dreary, and the future looks grim. And into the
silent darkness of lonely exile a voice speaks:
“Comfort ye , comfort ye my people. In the wilder-
ness prepare the way of the Lord. Make straight a
highway in the desert. You're going home!”

That's exactly what happened historically. God’s
people came home. And for centuries the church
has celebrated that homecoming theme and Ad-
vent. There is something about the birth in Bethle-
hem that is a homecoming for all of us. As we re-
trieve Christmas decorations from storage and
carefully place them, we are in a sense going
home. We hold each ornament lovingly, talk about
its origin, how long we've had it (Susan and | have
had some of our ornaments for over 40 years).

At church we will sing the great hymns of Advent
as we have all of our lives. (O come, o come Em-
manuel and ransom captive Israel that mourns in
lonely exile here until the Son of God appears.)

And as those exiles returned home millennia ago
so will we as we sing the hymns and beloved car-
ols at Christmas.

But over this season of advent First Presbyterian
Church offers hospitality to many in our community
who live at the edge of hopelessness. We provide
food, shelter, a place to sit and talk and be listened
to. We even try to network with those who have
lost jobs and are looking for employment.

First Presbyterian Church is a home over the holi-
days to many foreign students, especially Asian
students who gather at our Korean language ser-
vice each Sunday. Many of these faithful Chris-
tians are away from home for the first time at
Christmas.

On Christmas Eve we will have our traditional ser-
vices with communion at noon in the chapel, the
4:30 family service in the chapel, and our 7:00
candlelight and carols service in the sanctuary.
And this year on Christmas morning at 10:00 we
will gather for the singing of Christmas carols and
the great story of Christmas as well as a brief in-
teractive sermon. Dress will be casual, and we
hope that you will come join with us.

Throughout the Advent season I invite all of you to
come home for Christmas at First Presbyterian
Church. 1t is our spiritual home. May each of us
be found worshipping and singing praises to God
every Sunday of Advent, 2009.

With much love as your pastor,

y Vg
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Too MucH oF A GooD THING

Two days ago, | learned that a well-known pastor was
planning to resign from the ministry. | braced myself for
the sordid details that usually accompany such an an-
nouncement: embezzlement, adultery, power struggles,
etc. | was delighted to learn that none of those depress-
ing, shameful things were behind the resignation.

My next thought was burnout. Almost as much as scan-
dal, or perhaps even more, burnout is a frequent reason
given by ministry professionals for resignation, retire-
ment or an extended leave of absence. | learned that
burnout was not the reason either.

The reason given for the resignation was a self-
diagnosis of idolatry. Idolatry is prohibited in the second
of the Ten Commandments. It is higher on the list than
adultery or stealing. What had this pastor idolized such
that he was compelled to leave his ministry? Here's the
kicker. Ministry itself was the answer. The pastor con-
fessed to idolizing his work for God'’s church.

Wow! That took some true courage and humility to ad-
mit. And it took insight as well. Who would tend to think
of something as “good” as ministry as a potential idol?
Usually, we think of the “bad” idols, like money, fame,
power, prestige, addictions and the like. It made me
wonder what other “good” things Christians might be
idolizing without even thinking about them. What about
our own efforts in ministry? Or what about our families
or our children? Is it possible that we give kids and fam-
ily more of our heart, time and love than we give to God?
What about church programs, volunteer work, bible
study, etc.? If any of those things take precedence over
God, than we have become idolaters.

The saying goes that “you can’t have too much of a good
thing.” But that isn’t true! You can. That well-worn
phrase has its source in worldly wisdom, not scripture.
Nor did scripture give us the phrase “all things in mod-
eration.” We talk about struggling to find balance in our
lives, and believe that as long as God gets 50% of our
attention and everything else gets 50% or less, than we
are all set. The truth is that God wants 100% of us. And
when we completely give our lives to God, then God
freely blesses us with his love, grace and presence in
every aspect of our lives.

It may be that God will return that pastor’s ministry to him
once he has properly re-ordered his life, having given
everything up to Christ’s lordship (including ministry). |
suspect that God may have something else planned.

But in either case, the lesson we can take from our
brother’s experience is a simple one: God comes first.

It is that basic. Nothing else in all creation can or should
take the place of God in our hearts.

Pray this prayer: “Heavenly Father, protect me from any
good work or idea that would take my worship and atten-
tion away from you. | offer every part of my life to you,
and graciously and excitedly await what you have
planned for me. Make me ever mindful of your presence
and action in my heart and life. Forgive me for those
times when | have placed other things before you, and
thank you for your faithfulness to me. Amen.”

Pastor Dave

Inquirer’s Class - December 6 in Pastor Naylor's
office during the Sunday School hour. This is a great
opportunity for you to learn more about membership,
education, activities, and mission of First Presbyte-
rian Church.

For Your Calendar!

Dec5: Advent Workshop (9am-Noon)

Dec 6:  Adult Ministry Holiday Choral Concert (3pm at Sursa
Hall) & Supper (5pm in FH) - Please call church office by
Friday, December 4 to RSVP

Dec 11: Deadline for ordering poinsettias

Dec 13: Christmas Praise & Worship Music in 8:30 service

Dec 20: Advent Brunch (9:45-10:45am)
Distribution of Christmas food baskets
Masterworks Chorale Concert (6pm in Sanctuary)

Dec 24: Christmas Communion/Worship (12pm in Chapel)
Christmas Eve Family Worship (4:00pm in Chapel)
Christmas Eve Worship (7:30pm in Sanctuary)
Church office closed

Dec 25: Christmas Morning Worship (10:00 Sanctuary)
Church office closed

Dec. 31: Korean service (5:30pm - midnight??)
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WITNESSES FOR CHRIST

This past summer marked the start of a Spirit led lay movement to encourage believers to be active withesses
for Christ. The scripture verses listed below are powerful motivators for this cause.

Acts 1:8, “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my withesses
in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

Matthew 28:19a, “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations,”

Matt 7:24, “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise
man who built his house on the rock.”

Matt 10:32, “Whoever acknowledges me before men, | will also acknowledge him before my Father in
heaven.”

Romans 1:16a “lI am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone
who believes;”.

These words, and many other verses, are calling us ALL to become ACTIVE WITNESSES wherever we find
ourselves on a 24/7 basis . There is a sense of urgency and boldness within these calls to action on Christ’s
behalf.

This group’s call, and hopefully your call, is to respond daily and “Just Do It”, not relying on someone else to do
it. Your life will enter a new and exciting adventure as you become obedient to the Holy Spirit in this area of your
Christian walk.

Several of the purposes of this “small group”, which will hopefully grow into a large group, are as follows:
To mature in Christ through verbal and life style witnessing, evangelism, prayer and discipling.
To greatly improve our willingness and effectiveness in the above areas.
To expand the number of witnessing Christians within First Pres and outside our church.

Everything we do is to bring glory to God.

Witnesses For Christ intends to be accountable to each other and to Christ. A humble willingness to become
vulnerable in reaching out to this hurting world with the Good News is an important ingredient. We are calling
upon, and putting our trust in, the Holy Spirit to help and guide us in this mission.

We invite and encourage you to share in this effort, for the sake of Christ's church. Our emphasis is on ACTIVE
participation in our daily lives. We meet on the second Sunday of every month. The next meeting will be De-
cember 13™ at 9:45AM in Pastor Dave’s office, and all are invited to attend.

If you have any questions about this effort, please talk with Steve or Judy Cooper, Shauna Sterrett, Hazel Amos,
Karen Hayden, Andrew Dale, Walt Campbell or Wade von Kleeck
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YOuTH COMMITTED TO CHRIST (YCTC)
UPCOMING EVENTS

To glorify God, YCTC activities provide education, fellowship, mission, stewardship, and worship experiences for all
junior high and senior high students. All gatherings are from 5:00 to 7:00 pm at the church unless otherwise noted and
will usually include dinner (bring $$ to help defray meal costs). Always check your email for more details and last min-
ute changes. If we don’t have your email address, please send it to cathy@firstpresmuncie.org

December 5 (Sat)

December 6

December 13

December 18 (Fri)

December 20

December 27

Advent Workshop

Meet at the church at 8:30 am. The workshop runs from 9:00 to Noon. We will provide a
morning of games, crafts, stories and lunch. Please let me know if you plan to help so | can
insure we have enough big people to care for the little people.

Christmas shopping for teenagers

An estimated 400 teenagers in our community don’t receive a Christmas gift because the cut-
off age 12. Working with Salvation Army, we will the meet at Target at 5:00 to shop for “teen
appropriate” gifts and then walk to Panera. Bring money for your dinner.

Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol

We will drive to Madison Park Church of God in Anderson to see Indiana’s longest run-
ning, live musical production of the Charles Dickens’ classic holiday tale. The 100+ mem-
ber cast, crew and live orchestra bring to life the heart-warming tale of hope and cheer!
Admission is free. An offering will be received to benefit Dove Harbor women'’s shelter.
The show starts at 7:00. Watch for more information.

Andrew Peterson- BehOId the Lamb Of GOd...The True Tall Tale of the

Coming of Christ (with special guest, Brandon Heath)

We will travel to Grace United Methodist Church, Kokomo, for this 7:00 pm Christmas concert.
Tickets are $6 (the church is picking up half... Merry Christmas!). Email your reservation to
me ASAP!

From Andrew Peterson...”"What | wrote is a concert that tells a story. There's no speak-
ing--only songs, some of which are intimate, some epic, some humorous, all with a pur-
pose, which is to convey the true tall tale of the coming of God into the world. What
makes this bunch of songs unique is that | wanted to remind (or teach) the audience that
the story of Christmas doesn't begin with the birth of Jesus. Many people tend to forget
or have never even learned that the entire Bible is about Jesus, not just the New Testa-
ment. So the musical begins with Moses and the symbolic story of the Passover
(Passover Us) and works its way through the kings and the prophets with their many
prophecies about the coming Messiah (So Long, Moses) to the awful four hundred years
of silence before God told Mary she’d be having a baby (Deliver Us). After the song
called Matthew's Begats, which lists the genealogy of Jesus, the story picks up in more
familiar territory with Mary and Joseph and the actual birth (It Came To Pass, Labor of
Love). The final song is called Behold, the Lamb of God, which ties together the Pass-
over and the beauty and scope of the story...”

Assemble Christmas baskets; Youth group Christmas
party

Watch for more information about the Christmas party. If you would like to help plan the
party, let me hear from you!

No meeting
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A NEW YEAR AND A NEwW NAME

On Sunday, November 22, 2009, members of YCTC voted to change their name from YCTC to Branches. Two
youth group members sent the following email to all youth group members to “present their case”.

TO: All YCTC Members FROM: Betsy Varner and Jack Alexander DATE: Wednesday, November 18, 2009, 3:27
RE: A new name for our group

Hey guys, Last Sunday we presented our case for why we should change our name from YCTC to Branches. Here
are our top reasons:

1. If we change the name, or if we end up keeping it the same, we will have more ownership over it as a

group. Currently, no one knows who chose the name YCTC, when it was chosen, or why it was chosen. If we
change the name, everyone will remember it, and will know their part in the decision. Then we WOULD know who
chose it, when was chosen, and why it was chosen.

2. Branches is NOT an acronym. Lots of programs or past and present committees within the church are named
with acronyms. And we feel that we need to change this and go with a name that is not an acronym.

3. Branches is rooted in scripture and has a personal tie to the group. For those of us who went on the
Michigan Mission Trip, we all remember the sermons and songs we shared together in the big garage-type building.
One night the sermon was particularly good and it related to the scripture John 15:5 which states; " | am the vine,
you are the branches. The one who abides in me while | abide in him produces much fruit, because apart from me
you can do nothing." Another scripture relating to branches is in Romans 11:18 which says; "You do not support the
root, but the root supports you." We like the idea that our new name is rooted in scripture. And for everyone who
went on this trip, it has a personal meaning.

4. Branches is original and was thought of by a group member. Thea found a website that had tons and tons
of names for youth groups. Branches is not on this, or any other list. Betsy Varner was the one who came up with it
during the Michigan Mission trip.

5. The name Branches implies that we are not dead in our faith. ~ When you think of branches you think of the

thin, lithe, moving and changing part of the tree. That is how we are in our faith. We are developing, and we are not
done yet! All of us, Thea included, are not logs. We are not big, fat, and decaying (in the sense of our faith) but the

exact opposite.

6. The name Branches spans two trips, making it even more related to our group. While at Montreat,
Cassie's group leader taught their small group the "arm circle thing." (For the lack of a better phrase) This closing
has been graciously adopted by our group, but when you think about it, it is quite branch/vine like. It's twisting and
entangling is very much the behavior of such vines/branches, and could be used with the scripture mentioned
above for a meaningful close to our meetings.

7. Branches would make a better logo or t-shirt design than YCTC. Even on something as basic as this, we
could think of some really cool stuff to put on a t-shirt and we could design our own personal logo for branches. This
logo could even include an acorn (symbolizing strength) because we have a strong group.

We feel the name Branches is more vibrant and alive than YCTC, and that it relates to our group in a better way. It
sort of seems like YCTC is our name because that is the way it has always been...and if that is our only reason
then, personally, that is not good enough. We should really think and pray about whether we really are Youth (that
are) Committed To Christ, and that if a name such as Branches wouldn't describe us better.

So here is the plan: We are voting next Sunday on whether to change the name to Branches, or keep it as YCTC. It
will be a secret ballot so you will be able to be honest, and vote whatever you think. If you know that you wont be
there next Sunday, or if you just want to get the voting out of the way, email Thea with your choice. If you plan to
vote through email, you MUST HAVE VOTED BY 4 O'CLOCK PM SUNDAY. If you don't vote through email you
can vote on Sunday night.

Your sister and brother in Christ, Rachelle (Betsy) and Jack Mitchell
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Growing In God — Mid week ministry to families

PURPOSE

2"d Semester Registration — Simple and Easy!
Sign up for 10 weeks OR walk in on ANY Wednesday night

Volunteers are always needed for teaching, kitchen, recreation, decorating, games, and much more!
Parental commitment any time you can give us is appreciated!

January 6 th —March 3 r we will meet every WEDNESDAY night.
Celebration March 17  th

Please come and join us whenever you can!

5:00 — 7:00 pm with a focus on Kindergarten through 8 th grade

Fees: $2.00 per dinner

GIG -Building loving Christian relationships through:

5:00-5:30 Recreation
5:30- 6:10Bible Study

6:10-6:40 Family Dinner Time (great salad option available for adults)
6:40-7:00 Worship Skills/Chapel

Come join the fun! 2nd Semester Mission Project

Bring canned goods in all semester!

Questions please contact Kim Jewett or Thea (Cathy Alexander)

Huge THANK YOU! To all our volunteers!

We could not do this without you!
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LESSONS FOR CHRISTIAN TEACHERS IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Within our church there are many opportunities to grow as Christians and to see our role in society in a new light. |
have been a teacher in public universities for over 30 years. In all that time | avoided the difficult issues of how my
faith should affect my teaching. This was easy for me to do because in the public university setting there is little ex-
pectation of any faith or moral lessons coming from a scientist in a science class. In recent years my practice of
ducking these issues has come to bother me more. So | was intrigued when Bob Wauzzinski approached me
about attending a new class he would teach dealing with problems faced by Christian teachers in public schools. |
knew Bob was an excellent teacher so | agreed to attend. The small class included people involved in education
from kindergarten through graduate school. The discussions, guided by Bob, were fascinating and eye-opening.
The class covered the biblical and philosophical foundations of education from a Christian perspective. With the
encouragement of class members, Bob offered a second class. This one focused on the practical problems ad-
dressed by Christian teachers expressing their faith in a secular society.

Bob Wauzzinski's class was the first time | felt able to talk openly about the issues of personal faith within the con-
straints of teaching in a public institution. This was both refreshing and liberating. | got to see several people in the
class in a new light and learned much more about them as fellow Christians dealing with similar problems. The
breath of these classes was far more than | can cover in this brief space, so | will mention my personal “take home”
lessons and there affects on me.

Faith and religion have been foundational in our history and in our culture. To pretend only the secular is important
is inaccurate and even a lie. Faith and religion of all kinds must be given a respected place in the public square of
discussion. In American society there is a concept that faith and the secular are in different worlds and should never
overlap. This is not what our Constitution says, nor is it even possible. All members of the class now have a much
better understanding of where the “line” is for classroom teaching as determined by the Supreme Court. Most of us
found that we were being overly cautious in our approach.

Christian teachers in public schools should not and cannot evangelize, but their attitude toward and treatment of
their students should reflect their beliefs. Christians who teach in public schools should seek ways in which their
beliefs can shape what they do in ways that honor God, the educational needs of their students and the laws of the
state. During Bob'’s class we saw ways to do this. For example, a curriculum can be built that leads students to
consider and to decide for themselves about religious and spiritual issues. One of the class assignments was to
design a Christian-based curriculum for a unit on some classroom topic.

Finally, | came to see that teaching in a public school should be considered a Christian calling. In many ways teach-
ing in a public school is more difficult than teaching in a Christian school, but it is critically important for the children
of our society.

Ron Kaitchuck

STEPHEN. MINISTRY
&l
5

A CALL TO STEPHEN MINISTRY

We all experience times of stress in our lives. Our church Ron Kaitchuck and | will be forming another class for the

offers support in these times through Stephen Ministry. lessons required for this ministry, in early spring. If you
This is “Christ caring for people though people”. It have questions or want to give of yourself in this worthy
involves bringing hope and Christ’s love via one-to-one endeavor, please call either Ron Kaitchuck at 747-9836
confidential care-giving. or me at 282-4852.

Have you felt a “call to serve God”? Could Stephen
Ministry be what God is calling YOU to do? Don't be shy Mary House
- both men and women are needed!
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CHURCH LIBRARY NOTES

From Maxine and Chuck Leslie

Check your blood pressure
in the Library ...

The latest addition to the church library
is a new digital wrist blood-pressure cuff.
The easy-to-use monitor comes with
simple directions for everyone to follow.
Whether you monitor your blood pres-
sure for a medical condition or if you just
want to know what your blood pressure
is, please feel free to stop in the library
any time you are at church. The quiet,
relaxing setting is an ideal place to moni-
tor your blood pressure. Always consult
your physician if you have any questions
regarding your blood pressure.

Someone will be in the library between

How to shop in the supermarket ...

In Eat This, Not That! (613.2 ZINC), author
David Zinczenko compares hundreds of food
products to show which are the best to pro-
mote weight loss. Billed as the “supermarket
survival guide,” this book provides a simple
road map leading to the best choices from
the produce section to the frozen food aisle.

The author provides product names and brands to help shop-
pers find the healthiest products among the 50,000 or so
choices available in a supermarket. Among the revelations in
this book is the name of an all natural cereal that has more calo-
ries per serving than eight chicken wings and a cereal bar with

DECEMBER 2009

services on Dec. 6 and Dec. 13 if you fewer than half the calories and fat of a popular brand.

would like to learn more and see a dem-
onstration. Meanwhile, if you wish to try
out the cuff, you will find it on the shelf
on the right side of the desk.

The author is editor-in-chief of “Men’s Health” magazine and
editorial director of “Women'’s Health.”

- Carol Ester

New Albom Book ...

hay, rhn_f{ faj ’
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The rabbi turns to his faith in the face of imminent death, and the inner-city minister turns to his faith to comfort
those in desperate economic straits. Despite the differences between Judaism and Christianity, the author finds
that both religions have much in common, offering peace and hope.

Popular author Mitch Albom has just published his fourth book, Have a Little Faith (291.1
ALBO). This is an exploration of two faiths and two very different men who draw upon their
respective faiths to sustain them in trying times.

This true story began years ago when an elderly rabbi asked the author to deliver the
eulogy at his funeral. After agreeing, but feeling unworthy, Albom seeks to learn more
about the rabbi and his religion. At this time, he also becomes involved with a pastor in
Detroit, an ex-convict and reformed drug dealer, who preaches to the poor and homeless.

Mitch Albom'’s first best-seller was Tuesdays with Morrie.
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We welcome children and families on Sunday
mornings to First Presbyterian Church!

Infants through 3 year olds receive child care and Christian nurturing in Room 101 with Nancy Conn and her helper throughout

Sunday morning from 8:15 am to noon.

During Worship Services

: Children’s Worship Center

Children 4 years old through 2™ grade will join their parents in the sanctuary for the beginning of worship and be dismissed with a
leader for Children’s Worship Center. Children’s Worship Center, held in Youth Hall, is a way to be in worship with young chil-
dren. ltis a way that adults and children can grow in love for God and for one another. It uses storytelling as a primary means
for encountering God, so God is experienced, not just learned about. Children in the 3 grade and older remain in worship with

their parents.

9:45-10:30 Sunday school for children and youth

Room 103: 4 year olds through 1% grade with Autumn Duncan and others!

Room 104: 2" 3" and 4" graders with Jennifer Dale

Room 106: 5" and 6™ graders with Christy Wauzzinski

Room 105: Confirmation Class for 7" and 8" graders with Greg and Nicole Johnson

office by December 4th!

Adult Ministry
Holiday Concert & Supper
Sunday, December 6th

Please join us for the Holiday Concert at Sursa Hall at 3:00 p.m. Then at 5:00 p.m. we will
return to the Fellowship Hall for supper. If you have questions or need transportation from
_ the church to Sursa Hall and back, please contact Pastor Carrie Jo. RSVP to the church

Christmas Brunch ﬁﬁ

Sunday, December 20th
9:45-10:45 a.m.

)
éﬁ
TR
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Join us for brunch in the Fellowship Hall between wor-
ship services! Bring your favorite holiday brunch dish
to share. The entire church family is invited!

Rejoice Greatly

Masterworks Chorale will perform
in our sanctuary with special
guest Kathleen Hacker, soprano.

Sunday, December 20th
6:00 p.m.

Call 765-286-5347 (ext 22)
for ticket information.
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The Giving Tree Families

After losing her job in Illinois, the
mother and five children (ages 2-13)
moved to Muncie because she heard
from a girlfriend there were jobs here.
Though she has applied many places,
she still has no job. She and her five
children (ages 2 through 13) are living
with her friend temporarily. Her sav-
ings is running out. And it's Christmas time and she wants
her children to have something for Christmas. Another
household with two families living together because of lost
jobs has thirteen people altogether: five adults and eight
children between the ages of 1 and 6. The economy may
be getting better, but jobs are not easy to find.

We “adopt” our families from the Salvation Army list of
families needing holiday assistance. In the fifteen families
to whom we are delivering Thanksgiving and Christmas
food baskets, there are a total of 54 children between the
ages of 1 and 14: thirty boys and twenty-four girls. Along
with the baskets of food (enough for a week at least) and
household supplies which are delivered the Sunday be-
fore Thanksgiving and Christmas, we also deliver bags
full of Christmas gifts for the children, clothing and toys.

What excitement there is! And what joy for the children
and their parents and for our church members who are
delivering all the goodies. Eighteen families are taking
part in the delivering stage this year. It's kind of like play-
ing Santa. The real joy for us comes from sharing the light
of Christ as we celebrate his coming into the world as one
of us. Included with the food and gifts is a special treas-
ure—the New Testament and a colorful booklet telling the
story of the life of Jesus Christ for children and adults.

We also include holiday greetings from First Presbyterian
Church. And this is truly a church-wide project. The first
Sunday the Giving Tree was up, it was surrounded with
excited First Pres people choosing tags with names of
children or agencies. The tree quickly became decorated
with ornaments as the tags attached to them were cho-
sen. Members went trooping off to go shopping and wrap-
ping—soon to be returning with gifts to go out to our fami-
lies.

Many others were involved also. There are the shoppers
for the items going into the food baskets (canned goods,
staples, cereal, Thanksgiving turkey/Christmas ham,
toothbrushes and toothpaste (from Jason Arnold), soap
(bath, laundry, dish) and other items including pie and
cookies. (We're careful shoppers. We want the money in
our Mission budget for the baskets to go as far as possi-
ble.) And there are the very efficient, energetic young
people, the YCTC group, under the direction of Thea, who
assemble the food baskets and help load them in our de-
livery people’s cars.

Thanks to all for your kind and generous and joyful help.
All of you helped provide the money in our church Mission
budget which provided the food for grateful families so
you're all part of this. Please keep our “adopted” families
in your prayers. What joy it is to join together to share
Christ’s light with others!

Joyfully,

Volunteer to be a Salvation Army Bell Ringer
at the Muncie Mall (just inside the entrance by MCL Cafeteria).
Ringers are needed from 4:00-8:00 p.m. on
Dec. 7th through 12th, 14th, 16th, 18th, 19th.

Choose one-hour time slots and sign-up next to the Giving Tree in the Lounge Hallway.
This is a great holiday activity for the whole family!
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MisSSION UPDATE

Because of the economy in Delaware County our mission committee is trying harder to support organizations
which provide food and shelter.

We support Christian Ministries food pantry, Salvation Army food pantry, Harvest Soup kitchen and Second
Harvest Food Bank. There are regularly scheduled weeks that Christian Ministries and Salvation Army need
volunteers from our church to give people food. Each month food is cooked for the Harvest Soup kitchen. We
are also in need of small groups to prepare lunches for them.

If you wish do donate funds, checks for the Salvation Army food pantry can be given to the Bill and Carol Hirons
fund at the church office.

We support Christian Ministries Sleeping room, Muncie Mission, Wayside Mission, Better Way, YWCA, Habitat
for Humanity and Rebuilding Together. This summer we sponsored a Habitat house by providing funding and
most of the labor. We provide funds for Rebuilding Together which repairs homes of low-income people most
of whom are elderly or handicapped. More volunteers are always needed at these organizations.

The mission committee is involved in many ways to provide food and shelter to people in need. We welcome
you to join us as we help God's people. To get involve please contact Pastor Carrie Jo Miller, Michelle
Kaitchuck or another member of our committee. Thank you.

The Giving Tree is up in the Lounge Hallway. Now help us decorate the tree. Choose an ornament
or two or three from the table and hang it on the tree. But, before you hang the ornament on the
tree, take off the tags. Each tag will have a name and information for gifts for a child, or YWCA
/Better Way resident, or one of our partner agencies. After you wrap your gift, make sure to attach P <o
the tag to the package. Please write the family # on the tag or package. ‘
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Children’s tags have name, age and gift ideas for the child. Hang the ornament on the tree and
keep the tag to do your shopping. Each child has two tags—one for clothes and one for toys—that is, each child
will have at least one of each. Because the child is one of several in a family, we ask that you buy only one or two
of the gift ideas for the child—to keep it even for all the family’s children. If you'd like to do more—it is fun to shop
for these children—consider choosing tags of the other children in the family to purchase gifts for also. The 16
families were chosen through the community’s application process.

Other ornaments’ tags have name and “wish list” of YWCA Better Way residents. Other tags name agency and
items needed or monetary gift listed. Agencies include MOM'’s, YWCA, Alpha Center, A Better Way, Salvation
Army Food Pantry, Christian Ministries Pantry, Harvest Soup Kitchen, and Muncie Habitat for Humanity. You get
the fun of shopping and wrapping the gifts. Return wrapped and tagged gifts to tree by Wednesday. Decem-

ber 16. Thanks for your generous giving so that others might have a joyful Christmas.

E‘!’ Give a gift animal through Heifer Project International in honor of someone special on
v/" { your Christmas list! By making a donation, you're “Passing on the Gift” of much-needed live-
stock and agricultural supplies for struggling farm families around the world. Help them be-

/V\ come self-sufficient and reduce hunger and poverty with these very special gifts. Please

HE]FER make your check payable to First Pres and mark the memo line “Heifer Project”. Check out
INTERNATIONAL the information next to the Giving Tree.
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SUNDAY SERVICE TIMES:

8:30 a.m.—Contemporary Service in the Sanctuary
11:00 a.m.—Korean Service in the Chapel
11:00 a.m.—Traditional Service in the Sanctuary

Pastor: The Rev. Dr. Ronald Naylor
ronpres@shbcglobal.net

Associate Pastor: Rev. David Jewett
davepres@sbcglobal.net

Associate Pastor: The Rev. Dr. MyungKu Lee
ninebrights@hotmail.com or 9brights@hanmail.net

Commissioned Lay Pastor: Carrie Jo Miller
carriejolstpres@sbcglobal.net

Parish Associate: The Rev. Dr. Robert Wauzzinski
wabberl5@aol.com

Youth Director: Cathy Alexander
cathy@firstpresmuncie.org

Business Administrator: Lisa Ulrich
lisa@firstpresmuncie.org

Administrative Assistant: Cindy Blake
cblake@firstpresmuncie.org
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Come! In Grace and Glory is an incredible Christmas musical
celebrating the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
through powerful praise and worship.

First Presbyterian Worship Team led by Don Ester

Sunday, December 13,2009 8:30 AM

Poinsettias

“ The sanctuary will be decorated with poinset-
| tias again this year! You have the opportunity
| to order poinsettias in honor or memory of

| someone dear to you. Then you may take
them home following the Christmas Eve ser-
vice. Costis $15. Orders must reach the

i church office by Tuesday, December 8th.

? Order forms are available outside the church
office.

ADVENT W ORKSHOP

Saturday, December 5th
9am-noon

Who: Elementary and preschool children of
First Pres

When: Saturday, December 5, 2009, 9-12 noon

Where: Fellowship Hall, Youth Hall, various
classrooms

What: Crafts, stories, games, lunch

Why:  This is the youth group’s present to the families
in our congregation. Parents are welcome to
stay, but the youth group is happy to supervise
the children while you spend the morning pre
paring for the season!

To make a reservation please email Thea
(cathy@firstpresmuncie.orqg) or call the church
office (289-4431) by December 2nd.




