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In thinking back on my 25 years as Pastor several 

thoughts that come to my mind:  

 

First  é How fast time flies!  It seems only yesterday 

that I came here as a 39 -year -old with a 13 -yr-old 

son and a wife who was three monthsõ pregnant.  

So many events have happened in my life and in 

the life of First Presbyterian Church.  There has 

been tremendous spiritual growth over the years in 

my own concept of ministry, and I trust many of 

you have grown as well.  It is also obvious to me 

you are all looking older!  

 

Secondly  é I feel a great connection with the his-

tory and tradition of this great congregation.  

Founded in 1838 and four church buildings later I 

have great respect for the pastors who preceded 

me here.  Many faced great trials and yet this 

congregation of Godõs people transformed its 

ministries to meet Godõs call in its time and place 

for faithful discipleship.  We are now in that proc-

ess as well. With the Acts 16:5 initiative.  

 

Thirdly é is my clear sense of call here as your pas-

tor.  Over the years I have prayed about the direc-

tion God wanted me to go in my life.  From time to 

time I would be contacted by other churches.  I 

realize now that staying at Muncie First has been 

where God wanted me to be the last 25 years.  I 

will never forget your ministry to me during my sur-

gery and recovery three years ago.  Why some 

pastors stay 3 -5 years and others 25 is discernment 

as to where God calls us.  

 

Fourthly   é I have enjoyed our expansion in mis-

sion so much.  When I came in 1985 we were giv-

ing $38,000 per year to mission.  Last year we spent 

$190,000.  In addition, our Korean ministry has 

grown under Pastor Leeõs leadership to 115 in wor-

ship.  In just the last two years we have established 

a sister relationship with Yumkwang Church in 

Seoul.  This large congregation includes many in-

dustrial and business leaders in Korea.  In the 

spring I plan to go with several community leaders 

to talk to some of these leading industrialists about 

the need for jobs here in East Central Indiana.  

When we opened our doors to three Korean BSU 

students and a seminary student for worship 15 

years ago, who could have imagined that God 

would lead us to this place?  Mission is exciting for 

we see God in action!  It is the lifeblood of the 

church.  

 

Finally é what a blessing!  Being your pastor is an 

incredible joy.  Maybe I should say 99% of the 

time, for there have been moments of stress.  But 

preaching, pastoral care at hospitals, counseling, 

visiting in your homes, weddings, funerals, working 

with some of you on committees é these have 

given my life meaning and purpose.  I can only 

hope in some small way you have felt my love 

and appreciation.  It is my prayer always that my 

ministry among you has encouraged you in your 

faith journey and that the Holy Spirit will empower 

each of you to know the grace and reality of Je-

sus Christ in your daily walk.  For enabling each of 

you to know Christ as the center of your work and 

worship has always been my call, my reason for 

being here in the first place.  

 

With much love as your pastor,  

 

Ron Naylor  
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Jesus said, òLet the Little Children Come to Me.óJesus said, òLet the Little Children Come to Me.ó  

 

Devin hurried to the table where the Kids Hope mentors waited for their student friends. As he looked from 

one to another, his face fell, tears forming. Where was Mr. E? (Myron Earhart) Then --Myron came rushing in. 

Devin beamed. A joyful reunion at the beginning of the new school year.  

 

A new mentor in the fall, Bill Hirons began with 2 nd  grader Ethan and told me several times he feared he 

wasnõt helping much. It wasnõt until I subbed for him one day, I learned just the opposite. Ethanõs mother 

came to pick him up and said, òBill has made all the difference in the world for Ethan. His beloved 

òPapawó with whom he spent a lot of time died and Ethan couldnõt get over his sadnessñuntil Bill became 

his mentor. God had a hand in that match.  

 

I treasure these stories from the mentors and the teachers and parents of our student friends. And there 

are many! Wouldnõt you like to make a difference in a young studentõs life? Just one hour one day a week 

during the school year ñthatõs all it takes along with patience and lots of love. What joy letting Christõs love 

shine through us. Itõs a very wonderful discipling. We grow even as the students do. Come join us. 

 

Hereõs a letter expressing the gratitude of South View Elementary School staff: 

 

Dear Kids Hope Mentors and First Presbyterian Church members,  

 

We would like to express our appreciation for the wonderful work you do with our students. Our stu-

dents love to spend time with their Kids Hope Mentor every week. We would also like to extend our 

thanks for your generous support of our Christmas Gift Tree Program. As you may be aware, over 

85% of our students receive Free and Reduced Breakfast/Lunch. We feel very lucky to have been 

given the opportunity to partner with you so we could make a happier Christmas for many of our 

students. With your support, we were able to provide gifts for two of our South View families (total: 

13 students).  

 

In addition, I want to thank your church for helping out the South View family who lost their home in 

a fire. They really appreciated you paying for the hotel for three nights. We look forward to working 

with you in the future.  

 

Sincerely,      Sincerely,  

Bill Hall, Principal     Karen Elliott School Counselor  

South View Elementary  

 

Thanks to all of you for your support. We have 16 active matches, that is, mentor and student. And, also, 7 

substitute mentors who make sure that a mentor is always there for the student. We couldnõt do it without 

our good subs. In addition, each mentor/student match has the support of a prayer partner who gets to 

know the student as he or she prays for specific concerns or joys of the match. We also appreciate the 

prayers of each of you. Many students are on a list waiting for a mentor. We are need more mentors, sub-

stitutes and prayer partners. For more information, please call Carrie Jo (289 -4431) and/or talk to any of the 

mentors, subs, or prayer partners.  

 

With love,  

Carrie Jo  
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Friday, February 26, 2010Friday, February 26, 2010  
 
 

WHOΩS INVITED?  Any adult who likes good food and fellowship 

 

WHERE IS IT?     To be announced!  At a later date directions will be  

   ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘǿƻ ƘƻƳŜǎΧ ƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ ŀǇǇŜǘƛȊŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
   other for the main course, and dessert 
 

WHAT TO BRING?   Please indicate your 1st, 2nd, 3rd & 4th choices of the  

   following dishes.  By February 22nd we will confirm 
   with you which dish is  needed. 
 

Appetizer  _______________ 
 
Green Salad & Bread _______________ 
 
9x13 pan of Lasagna ________________ 
 
Dessert   ________________ 

 
Host homes are needed for this event!   
Are you interested in hosting a group? Yes ________ No ________ 
 
 
Reservations are required!  To RSVP please return this completed form to the church  
office by Sunday, February 21st.. 
 
Name: ________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: __________________ Email: ___________________________ 
 
# of persons attending? __________ 
 

Progressive Dinner -  Friday, February 26 

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ƛǎ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ CǊƛŘŀȅΣ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нсΣ нлмлΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ CƛǊǎǘ tǊŜǎ 
adults and their guests to enjoy great food, fun and fellowship!   Sign-up sheets are available at the information 
desk, outside the church office, on the website (www.firstpresmuncie.org) or below!   

There is still a need for host homes for this event.  If you are interested in hosting a group at your home, please 
contact Lisa Taylor or the church office as soon as possible.   

Mark your calendar now and plan to participate in this fun annual event! 
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BranchesBranchesBranches  Upcoming Events  

 

To glorify God, Branches ô activities provide education, fellowship, mission, stewardship, and worship ex-
periences for all junior high and senior high students. All gatherings are from 5:00 to 7:00 pm at the church 
unless otherwise noted and will usually include dinner (bring $$ to help defray meal costs).  Always check 
your email for more details and last minute changes.  If I donôt have your email address, please send it to 
cathy@firstpresmuncie.org 

I am the vine, you are the branches.   Those who abide in me and I in them  

bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing.     John 15:5  

February 6  (Sat)    Walk A Mile and BreakfastWalk A Mile and Breakfast  

Weôll meet at the church 8:30 am and head to the Horizon Center for the Walk A Mile 
fundraiser for the Muncie Mission.  Start collecting your pledges now!  Bring money for 
breakfast at Bob Evans afterward. 

February 7             Super Bowl Sub Assembly (morning) Super Bowl Sub Assembly (morning)  

Weôll be assembling subs during the first service. Please arrive at 8:00.  This is a fund-
raiser for our youth trips, so please make every effort to participate if you plan to go on 
a trip. 
 

                              Super Bowl partiesSuper Bowl parties  

6:00 to ???  Bring your sub sandwich and a snack to share.  The 
middle school party is at the the Fluhlerôs, 1401 N. Duane Rd., 
Muncie. 

(The middle school party ends at half time.)  The senior-high party 
is at the Varnerôs (701 Jade Dr., Yorktown) and goes until the end 
of the game.  Hosts provide plates, napkins, drinks.   
 

February 14        Mystery nightMystery night  

 

February 21            

 

  
    

February 27 (Sat.)  BSU Gospel ConcertBSU Gospel Concert  

         Watch for more information. 

 

February 28           Gardening project (Part 2Gardening project (Part 2 ) 

The senior high Sunday school class is adopting a year-long (almost)  mission project. 
This group, which will be called the ñVinedressersò, will grow fresh produce for donation 
to local food pantries.  The garden plot will be at the Prater Farm, west of Jackson-
Nebo.  Branches will assist with this project by planting starts of heirloom tomatoes and 
peppers.  Come and get your hands dirty! 

mailto:cathy@firstpresmuncie.org
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Branches Branches Branches Upcoming Summer Events  

 

June 27June 27 --July 2July 2           Summer Mission TripSummer Mission Trip   

We will leave on Sunday, June 27, after the first service and head to Presbyterian Camps, Saugatuck, Michigan.  The Presbyterian 
Camps is owned and operated by the Presbytery of Chicago.  The camp is located on 130 acres of heavily wooden dunes on the 
shores of Lake Michigan in the town of Saugatuck.  The Camp has distinct program areas including three beaches on Lake Michi-
gan and a canoe dock on the Kalamazoo River.  Our work projects will include cabin construction/renovation, grounds mainte-
nance, and trail construction/maintenance.   Check out their website (www.prescamps.org).  The cost is $200.  Deadline to reg-
ister for this mission trip is April 1 . 

 

July 20July 20 --2424                        Presbyterian TrienniumPresbyterian Triennium   

WHO :  The Presbyterian Youth Triennium is a gathering of youth and adults from the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, the Cum-

berland Presbyterian Church in America, and the Presbyterian Church (USA).  Youth Participants must be entering high school and 
no older than 19 years old on July 20, 2010.   Held every three years, 7,000 Presbyterian youth attended Triennium in 2007.  

WHERE: The Triennium will be held on the campus of Purdue University in West Lafayette.  

WHEN: The Triennium runs from Tuesday, July 20 through Saturday, July 24.  Check-in is from 1:00 pm to 6:00 pm on Tuesday 
the 20th. The Triennium event officially begins with dinner on the 20th and ends with worship on the 24th.  

THEME: The theme for the 2010 Triennium is ñFor Such a Time as Thisò from Esther 4:14. The theme will be developed through-
out the week through daily  

presentations, worship, prayer, recreation, and small groups. A theme grid, or guide, to the primary scriptures, liturgical e lements 
and theological 

questions can be found on the website (http://www.presbyterianyouthtriennium.org ). 

COST: Cost per person of $200.00 includes housing, meals, conference T-shirt and all programming.  

DEADLINE:   Registration is due  March 8, 2010  

 
 

The VinedressersThe Vinedressers   

Members of the senior high Sunday school class are adopting a year-long (almost) project.  Calling ourselves the ñVinedressersò, 
we will work under the direction of Mike McCauley, church member and gardener extraordinaire, to grow fresh vegetables and 
donate the harvest to local food pantries.  The garden plot will be at the Prater Farm, west of Jackson -Nebo.  Our mission state-
ment and objectives are below.   

Mission:  Capitalize on Godôs soil, water, and weather, and utilize our God-given talents to provide fresh produce for our churc h 
family and the less fortunate in our community.  

Objectives: 

 Learn and develop gardening skills. 

 Understand responsibilities associated with growing vegetables organically or consumption. 

 Select appropriate vegetables and flowers for production. 

 Tend to daily gardening tasks throughout the growing season. 

 Conclude the growing season by preparing the soil for the following year. 

Maintain physical fitness through outdoor work. 

Identify and supply charitable sources that can use our produce effectively. 

Provide produce and flowers for selected church activities. 

Appreciate the value of this program and promote it throughout the community. 

http://www.prescamps.org
http://www.presbyterianyouthtriennium.org
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MISSION PROJECT  

  SPRING 2010  

 

 

How many canned goods can we 

collect during a GIG semester ? 

         2
nd

 Semester Dates and Themes      

January was fun with PJs,  
medieval dress up and more! 

Feb 3rd  Let It Snow 

Feb 10th  Chinese New Year 

Feb 17th  Valentines 

         Feb 24th  Olympics 

         March 3rd Under The Sea 

March 10th No GIG 

         March 17th  St. Patricks ï Lucky Day / GIG Celebration 

   GIG FOR ALL AGES!!!!                                                                                        
We meet for Recreation, Bible Study, Family Dinner Time, and Worshiping.  

The Goal of Worship Skills  is to develop responsibility for and practice in offering our personal and corpo-

rate gifts to God because worship is our primary service as disciples. 

The Goal of Family Time  is to provide a joyous, cross-generational celebration of community over a shared 

meal as we experience being the family of God. 

The Goal of Bible Study  is to nurture young people into intelligent, obedient, and Biblically-informed disciple-

ship. 

The Goal of Recreation Play  is to experience great fun at the expense of no one else. 

 

We want children  to know and love the stories of the Bible.   We want them to know who they are 
and Whose they are.  We want them to have relationships with their church family. We want them 

to have fun and find joy.  Deuteronomy 6:4-6   

We want you to be a part of this great ministry!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Walk in on ANY Wednesday night  

or sign up for ALL 10 weeks! 

5:00 ï 7:00 pm  

Fees: $2.00 per dinner or  

     $40 a semester for a family 
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We welcome children and families on Sunday  

mornings to First Presbyterian Church!  

Infants through 3 year olds receive child care and Christian nurturing in Room 101 with Nancy Conn and her 

helper throughout Sunday morning from 8:15 am to noon.   

During Worship Services :  Childrenõs Worship Center  

Children 4 years old through 2 nd grade will join their parents in the sanctuary for the beginning of worship 

and be dismissed with a leader for Childrenõs Worship Center.  Childrenõs Worship Center, held in Youth 

Hall, is a way to be in worship with young children.  It is a way that adults and children can grow in love for 

God and for one another.  It uses storytelling as a primary means for encountering God, so God is experi-

enced, not just learned about.  Children in the 3 rd  grade and older remain in worship with their parents.  

9:45 - 10:30 Sunday school for children and youth  

Room 103:  4 year olds through 1 st  grade with Autumn Duncan, Kelly Shrock, and Michelle Stephenson  

Room 104:  2nd, 3 rd , and 4 th  graders with Jennifer Dale  

Room 106:  5 th  and 6th  graders with Christy Wauzzinski  

Room 105:  Confirmation Class for 7 th  and 8th  graders with Greg and Nicole Johnson  

Room 23 (on the stage):  9 th -12th  graders with Dan and Cathy Alexander  

This summer, June 13 -17, we will set sail for VBS fun!  As sails snap 

overhead, our church family will feel sea spray as we experience the 

deep, rolling waters of Godõs love!  No matter what station they're 

exploring, kids will hear the daily Bible Point ðand experience it in a 

new way!  At High Seas Expedition, the daily Bible Point is carefully 

integrated into each stationõs activities to reinforce Bible learning. 

Each activity is an important part of kidsõ overall learning experi-

enceñkind of like the pieces of a puzzle.  

Easily the best time you will have this summer.  
This shipõs for you!   

Join us!  



    CHURCH LIBRARY NOTES  
                                From Maxine and Chuck Leslie  
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Books on the Presidents ...  

This month marks the birthdays of two of our greatest leaders:  Abraham Lincoln on Feb. 12 and 
DŜƻǊƎŜ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ ƻƴ CŜōΦ ннΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜǎ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ 5ŀȅ ƻƴ CŜōΦ мрΦ 
 
The library has three books for those who might wish to learn more about the Great Emancipator.  
A. Lincoln (WHIT 920) is a new biography by Ronald C. White Jr., a renowned Lincoln scholar.  Teams 
of Rivals (GOOD 920) by presidential historian Doris Kearns Goodwin explains how Lincoln was able to form an effective cabi-
net from among  a group of fiercely competitive politicians.  The inspired Wisdom of Abraham Lincoln (973.709 OSTE) by Philip 
[Φ hǎǘŜǊƎŀǊŘ ǘǊŀŎŜǎ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴΩǎ ƳƻǊŀƭ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ōƛōƭƛŎŀƭ ǊƻƻǘǎΦ 
 
Oddly, the library includes no biography of George Washington.  However, the Father of Our Country figures prominently in a 
work of historical fiction.  ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ [ŀŘȅ (FIC MOSE) by Nancy Moser is summarized as an account of how a war hero 
stepped into the life of a widow, Martha Custics. 

How to Forgive é Forgiveness is a noble virtue, but one that may not be easily achieved.  Robert D. Enright, pro-

fessor of psychology at the University of Wisconsin, has devoted his professional life to helping people forgive and replace 
anger and pain with peace and hopefulness. 
 
In his book Forgiveness is a Choice (155.9 ENRI), he offers a step-by-step path to forgiveness.  He aims to help those who have 
been deeply hurt by another and are caught in a vortex of resentment and depression. 

Shaping Up é Getting in shape should involve more than just running or working out in a 

gym.  Physical activities may benefit the body, but do little for the soul. 
 
In Shaped by Faith (613.7 ROWE), Theresa L. Rowe offers a program to strengthen both body and 
ǎƻǳƭΦ  ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ǳƴǘŀǇǇŜŘ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ǎŜƭŦΣέ ǎƘŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎΦ  ά¸ƻǳǊ 
relationship with God can direct the course of your fitness journey and lead  to increased strength and 
energy, self-ŜǎǘŜŜƳΣ ŀƴŘ ƧƻȅΦέ 

 
Fixing Dinner at Home ...  
 
When time is short and the family is hungry, fast food is an easy choice.  Unfortunately, it 
may not be the best choice from the standpoint of nutrition.  A cookbook by Judie Byrd 
offers ways to get nutritious meals on the table in a hurry.   

The book is Super Suppers Cookbook (641.5 BYRD) and it offers more than 180 recipes for 
entrees, sides, appetizers and desserts.  Most of the dishes can be frozen for future use. 
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Walk A Mile In My Shoes is a fundraising event.  It 
consists of a one-mile walk from the Horizon Con-
vention Center to the Muncie Mission.  These funds 
are necessary to provide continual  

support of the many services Muncie Mission pro-
vides to the homeless and the desperate.   

On Saturday, February 6th you are invited to spon-
ǎƻǊ ƻǳǊ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŀƭƪ Χ ŎƘŜŎƪǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 
made payable to First Presbyterian Church with the 
ƴƻǘŜ άǿŀƭƪ ŀ ƳƛƭŜέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳƻ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ  hǊ ȅƻǳ 
may want to participate as a walker!  For more info, 
contact Thea or visit www.MuncieMission.org.  
Together we can help build hope for a better tomor-
row! 

 

 

 

 
Saturday, 

FEBRUARY 6., 2010 

Check in:  8:00 AM   

Horizon Convention Center 

Opening Ceremony:  9:00 AM  

WALK FOLLOWS 

To get an instruction kit or for more information: 

Call: 288-9122 ext.226 

Or visit:  www.MunciedMission.org 

AATTENTIONTTENTION  AALLLL  MMEMBERSEMBERS  ANDAND   RREGULAREGULAR  AATTENDEESTTENDEES!!  

A special sermon series is coming to First Presbyterian Church.  Pastor Ron and Pastor 
Dave will be preaching eight sermons in February and March based on the book Living 
Beyond the Sanctuary by Glen McDonald.  The Acts 16:5 Vision Team has read the 
book together and continues to discuss it regularly.  We believe that God will work 
through these sermons and the accompanying classes and small group discussions, 
and most of all through his Spirit, to effect a powerful transformation in the hearts 
and lives of all those who participate.   

 
A limited number of the book are still available for purchase in the church office for $14.00 each.  
Discussion groups will be held during the Sunday School hour throughout the sermon series.  For 
planning purposes it is important that we know how many to expect, so please let the church office 
know if you plan to participate in a discussion group. 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Response to Haiti EarthquakePresbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Response to Haiti Earthquake   
 

The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) is responding to the Haitian crisis through Pres-
byterian Disaster Assistance (PDA).  World Mission is in contact with and provid-
ing support to current mission personnel in Haiti.  PDA is rushing an initial 
$100,000 from One Great Hour of Sharing and designated funds to provide im-
mediate emergency relief to the affected people.  Funds are being sent through 
our ecumenical and local partners working in Haiti. 
 
What You Can Do: 
 
GiveτFinancial support for relief efforts can be designated to DR000064.  Gifts 
may be made online (www.pcusa.org/give/online), by phone (800-872-3283), or 
by check mailed to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, PO Box 643700, Pittsburgh, 
PA 15264-3700.   
 
ActτCongregations and individuals can put together hygiene kits to be distrib-
uted through Church World Service. 
 
PrayτYou can join with others in lifting up the people of Haiti and those seeking 
to provide aid in this critical time. 

 
For information, visit www.pcusa.org/pda. 


