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Fellowship 
First Sunday 

     8:30 a.m.   
Fellowship Hall 

New members encouraged to attend! 

Monday, January 5th, Lounge, 4pm  
2026 Planning and Organizing 
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Crochet, cross-stitch, knit,  
needlepoint, sew, quilt, etc.    

If  you don’t know how,                                   
we will teach you! 

Thursday  Jan 15  Lounge 
9:30 AM-11:30 AM        

Stitcher’s 
Group  

January 11-February 15 
8:30 a.m. Conference Room 

  Survey of Christian Denominations  
   (and Non-Denominations) 

    Led by Pastor Daren 

January 9 & 23        
10:30 AM  

Church Lounge  
   

We are studying the 
book “Just Like Jesus-A 
Heart Like His”, by Max 
Lucado. For more info: 

Barb Ottinger  
765.289.4080 

lkbaott59@comcast.net 

 

Women’s Book  
Study Prayer Group 

Jan 25th 

Annual Congregational Meeting 

Sunday Jan 25th   Sanctuary 
After 10:00 a.m. worship service.  

 
All members are encouraged to attend! 

 

9:00 AM—NOON FELLOWSHIP HALL 

All current Elders and Deacons are  
asked to please attend. 

 
Light breakfast provided.  

SATURDAY JANUARY 31 

Un-hanging of the Greens 
You are invited to help take down  

and pack the Christmas  
decorations after worship on  

Sunday, January 4th.  
 

January  4th 
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January 2026: This month Bill and I interviewed Andrea Smith, who has served as the 
Executive Director for the past 11 years, and is passionate about her work. Christian 
Ministries motto is “connecting people in crisis with a community that cares.”                                                                       

80TH ANNIVERSARY: The original Christian Ministries 
began in late 1945, early 1946 when the Delaware 
County Council of Churches organized to better serve 
those who came to their churches asking for help.  
Christian Ministries moved into their current building at 
401– 403 E. Main St. after its older location across the 
street was torn down. Its history includes current and 
previous members of our church. Craig Desmond loved 
to cook breakfast for those who came to the Sleeping 
Room. Susan Hughes served on the Board of Directors for many years and is honored with a 
plaque in the Sleeping Room for her work in its inception, Michelle Kaitchuck used her 2002-2008 
term to facilitate building repairs. Forrest Craig, husband of former Associate Pastor, Shelley Craig, 

also served on the Board. Janie Miller continues to recruit volunteers for their Food Pantry.                                                                                                                                                                
MINISTRIES: SLEEPING ROOM                                                                                                                                                                        
The Sleeping Room offers single men a warm, safe area with showers, hot food and  
breakfast and a change of clothes during the months of October through mid-April. They 
are open from 6 pm-8am daily. During cold weather emergencies, they are open 24 hours. 
This year, because of the cold weather, they are housing 10-15 per night. Since Covid, the 
number of churches who provide meals has greatly decreased. She would love to see 
churches bring meals again and stay and talk with the men. She said they really appreciate 
homemade soups and desserts!                                                                                                                                                                               
FAMILY SHELTER: The family shelter is meant to serve single mothers with children and 
families with children and can house up to 5 families for up to 45 days. There are 2                         
efficiency apartments and 4 other rooms that share a communal kitchen and bathroom.  
Andrea Smith or Trish Roark, the Outreach Specialist, works with the families to find more permanent housing and connect them 
with community services.                                                                                                                                                                                     
FOOD PANTRY: The Christian Ministries Food Pantry, the largest in Delaware County, is open 4 mornings a week. People may 
visit the pantry once a month to receive canned goods, other nonperishables, bread, and meat. Since Second Harvest has a    
Diaper Bank, families can also obtain diapers at the food pantry. I asked Andrea why people were only allowed to come once a 
month. She said that since they are open 4 days a week, and reliant on both Second Harvest and donations, they would run out of 
food. However, they provide vouchers to the Grace Lutheran Church pantry; supply a list of other food pantries and meals in the 
area to each client; and supply emergency bags of food if needed. Through October of this year, they have had as many  families 
and individuals using the food pantry as in the entire 2024.                                                                                                                                
EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE: Christian Ministries will provide one time help (per year) paying rent or utility bills for an individual 
or family facing eviction or utility shut off. Staff then helps the family budget their income and resources so this isn’t a recurring 
situation.                                                                                                                                                                                         
COLLABORATION ON HOMELESSNESS: Christian Ministries, the Muncie Mission, A Better Way, YWCA, Open Door and the 
City of Muncie Housing Coalition have joined together to focus on Muncie’s homeless population. Representatives from each 
group meet weekly. They have compiled a list of the most critical, unhoused families and individuals and work as a team to secure 
an appropriate housing option for them. The Hub at 318 W. 8th St. co-ordinates services for the homeless. They now have a     
landlord liaison to make sure that a homeless person is not taken advantage of in a rental situation.                                                                                                                                  
CENTER TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES SHELTER: A family shelter, the Lone Pine Lodge, 
has opened adjacent to the trustee's office in the 1200 block of East Main Street. The 
facility has 27 beds and is arranged in a fashion that could accommodate four larger          
families or as many as six smaller families.                                                                                      
FUNDING: The Sleeping Room is funded through grants from the George and Frances 
Ball Foundation and the City of Muncie. A state grant funds the Family Shelter. The Ball 
Brothers give rapid grants to cover repairs to the facilities while the Community                     
Foundation covers the yearly emergency assistance rent and utility payments. The Food 
Pantry is supported by Second Harvest Food Bank, Meijer, and churches who donate 
food. In 2025, the Missional Outreach committee awarded Christian Ministries $1,000 toward their various ministries.                                                          
                                                                         Jan & Bill McCune for Missional Outreach Committee 
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January Sermon Series  

“The 4th Gospel” 

See you Sunday! 

   Did you know??? 

   News from the Generosity Committee 
 

A biblical definition of Generosity is that it starts with an  

understanding that everything we have is a gift from God and 

for God. Generosity is giving above and beyond what is  

expected. It's giving selflessly and sacrificially.  

 

As I write this we are closing out our 2025 giving, which is on 

target with our goal, and we are finishing up a successful 

2026 Generosity Campaign.  

 

On behalf of the Generosity Committee I want to thank each and everyone in our First Presbyterian 

Church family for your generosity of time, talent and treasure.                Sue Whitaker, Moderator 

J a n u a r y  1 9 ,  2 0 2 6  

 
2026 Per Capita  
Expense: $46.02 
Please help offset First 
Pres’ Per Capita expense 
to Presbytery for 2026 by 

reimbursing the church for the per  
capita ($46.02) of each FPC member in 
your family. Checks should be made 
payable to First Presbyterian Church, 
memo: “Per Capita.”           

Jan 4  Begin at the Beginning                                           
  (Epiphany Sunday) 
  John 1:1-18 
 
Jan 11  Voice in Wilderness  
  John 1:19-34 
 
Jan 18  Come and See  
  John 1:35-51 
 
Jan 25  Jesus in Jerusalem 
   John 2:13-25 

First Presbyterian Church 
1400 W. Riverside Ave.  

Muncie IN 47303 
Phone: 765.289.4431 

www.firstpresmuncie.org 
office@firstpresmuncie.org 

SUNDAY SERVICE TIMES:  
10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship   

11:00 a.m. Chapel International  
Congregation Worship                                                                 

The 10:00 a.m. Worship Service is 
available online via our church 

website, Facebook page, and First 
Pres Church YouTube channel. 

The Rev. Dr. Daren Hofmann 
Senior Pastor 

daren@firstpresmuncie.org 

The Rev. Dr. Myungku Lee 
Associate Pastor 

9brights@firstpresmuncie.org 

Jami Jones 
Director of Pre-Kindergarten 

prek@firstpresmuncie.org 

Lisa Ulrich 
Business Administrator 
lisa@firstpresmuncie.org 

Rebecca Reese 
Administrative Assistant  
office@firstpresmuncie.org 

Nathaniel Barber 
Building Superintendent 

ncbarber11@gmail.com 


