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God Shows Up in the Unexpected 
 
 This summer my family went on a trip to Germany and Austria. My wife spent hours and 
hours of time planning and preparing for this trip. She booked our hotels and planned our 
schedule so that we could truly enjoy this journey. She even shared a daily itinerary with all four 
of us so that we knew each day what the plan was and where we would be resting. Sarah is 
very detail oriented. 
 Then the unexpected happened. Twenty-four hours into our journey, we found ourselves 
stuck in Copenhagen. Our plane had technical difficulties with the landing gear, and we ended 
up being delayedꟷfor 36 hours. You can imagine the frustration in the moment. The airline put 
us up in a hotel next to the airport, and we finally got some rest.  
 Then my wife went to work to make the best of our unexpected day in Denmark. She 
found a tour guide to walk us through the historic parts of town. We discovered a very clean and 
comfortable city with beautiful architecture and interesting restaurants and shops. And the 
waterꟷthe canals and wharfs all giving access to boats, ships, and swimmersꟷwas as much a 
part of the city as the streets and parks and sidewalks. My daughter even said that she could 
imagine living in a city like Copenhagen.  
 We reorganized the rest of our trip to make sure that we didn’t miss any of our priorities. 
We had to let go of some of our plans for Munich, but it was in the unexpected that we found 
something new and wonderful. God often shows up in the interruptions, if we can find the peace 
and resilience to open our eyes.  
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Sunday Garden Worship    Wednesday in the Garden 
   August 2 – August 30                   August 5 – September 9   
    Bring a chair and enjoy                       Bring a chair, a snack, or light          
Sunday Worship in the garden!             meal, and join the conversation!          
      8:30 a.m.                                                  6:30 p.m.
In case of inclement weather, we will worship in Sanctuary on Sundays and in 
Fellowship Hall on Wednesdays.    
  

 

First Presbyterian Church

   
   

Stitcher’s 
Group 

Crochet, cross-stitch, knit, needlepoint, sew, 
quilt, etc. If  you don’t know how, 

we will teach you! 
     Thursday August 6th 

        9:30 AM-11:30 AM Lounge 

 
 

Many hands 
make for less 
work and 
more fun!

Ministry 
Guild

After a restful summer, you may be looking for opportunities to get back into the busy life 
of our church.  If you are looking for more involvement, it is possible that our Ministry Guild is a 
perfect fit! 

The Ministry Guild is made up of men and women who are the magical, behind-the-
scene organizers of our special events. Each year we work ahead to prepare for carry-in 
lunches, host the Lenten activities, manage special recognition receptions, and prepare the 
monthly Communion Elements. Often our work becomes play because of the comradery of our 
team! 

Ministry Guild meetings are always on the first Monday of the month at 4:00. The next 
meeting is August 3. All are welcome to join us to see if you would like to be a part of our 
‘worker-bee’ team. More information is available by contacting Joyce Carmichael. (317) 508-
6224 or joyce4138@att.net.    

August 28th, 11:30 AM 
Olive Garden

Reservations are needed.
Please let Barb know if you are 

planning to be there by Wednesday at 
noon August 26th  

If you have questions, please 
contact Barb Ottinger, 765.289.4080  

lkbaott59@comcast.net



________________________________________________________

 
 

Help welcome Ball State Students and families with homemade cookies and 
smiling faces! Sign up at the Welcome Desk if you can help provide cookies 

and/or greet students as they come through our welcome area.

Keep in mind that Sunday, August 16th is move in day for BSU.
(There will be parking just let them know you are here for church.)
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Ancestors: 
Flawed and 

Faithful

August 16         
Integrity                     
Genesis 39:1-6,20-23

August 23         
God’s Waiting 
Room
Genesis 40:1-8,41:37-43

August 30         
Dream Come 
True               
Genesis 42:1-9a
 

August 2     
Pacing Your 
Journey       
Genesis 33:1-17

August 9       
Of Dreams 
and Reality   
Genesis 37:1-11,18-28

Summer 
Sermon Series

Move In Day!
August 16, 17, 18

Sunday
  August 16th  

10:00 a.m. Worship 
Students, teachers, and administrators 
are invited to join us during worship for 

a special back to school blessing.

Blessings
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Ice Cream Social
In the Garden

   

2026 Habitat Women 
Build

Save the Date
 Preparing for 2026 Habitat Women Build:   September 11 – October 24

The Women Build Program with Muncie Habitat is now more than 20 years old. Sixteen teams of 
Muncie area women have worked on a Habitat house on Fridays and Saturdays during September and 
October each of those years.  Last year was the first time that First Pres had an entire FPC team!  Can 
we do it again this year?  Being a team member involves two important jobs:  fundraising and building.   

Fundraising.  Each team of 10 women is challenged to raise $2500 toward the cost of the house, $250 
per team member. Two or three team members may choose to spearhead group fundraising projects in 
lieu of building.

Building.  Friday, October 9th has been reserved for a First Pres Team to work at the work site (TBA).  
Builders arrive by 9:00 AM, follow the guidance of capable and light-hearted construction managers, 
have lunch that is provided, work and clean up the site by mid-late afternoon after a productive and 
rewarding day.

What can non-team members do? Be a prayer partner, help provide lunch, contribute to individual/group 
fundraising goals, or be cheerleaders (serenades? chocolates? while we work).

Contact Marty Kendrick with questions or commitments to any aspect of the build project.

Marty.kendrick3@yahoo.com or 765-730-9908

 

August 25th noon Lounge

 
 

You are invited to join us as 
we welcome First Pres Pre-K 
students & families back to 

school this year! We will 
have Hershey Hugs & Kisses 
candy to pass out to parents.

August 
26 & 27
8:40 am 

to 
9:30 am

.

Sign up at the Welcome Desk.

mailto:Marty.kendrick3@yahoo.com
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Mounds State Park Hiking Recap  

(Picture collage) 

 On Friday, July 24, nineteen folks gathered on a beautiful day to walk in 
nature and to walk together to share life. Many brought a rock to place along 
the path as a reminder of God’s presence in the journey. We will be looking for 
a future hike at Summit Lake State Park, keep your eyes open for more 
information. 
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All college students (undergraduates 
and graduates) are invited to a free 

lunch in the Fellowship Hall following 
the service. We are excited to welcome 

you back and share with you some 
wonderful opportunities this Fall 

Semester. 

 
 

 

Hiking Day at Mounds State Park:  These photos are a collaborative selection from 
our hiking group: Karen and Randy Hayden, Yvonne Overbeeke, Mariah Mock

Submitted by 
Hans Kellog

College Kick-off Lunch

Sunday, August 23rd 
following the 10:00 AM 

service (11:15). 



August, 2026: This month, Bill and I interviewed WaTasha Barnes Griffen, 
CEO of the YWCA and her COO, Tracina Greenleaf at their headquarters at 
310 E. Charles. St. YWCA Central Indiana began in 1910 when a group of 

Muncie women started meeting together to 
problem-solve. YWCA Muncie is a homeless 
and transitional shelter, the only one in 
Central Indiana that provides emergency 
shelter to all women and women with 
children, including male children to the age of 
18. Their target population is women who are 
unhoused and those exiting domestic abuse,             
re-entering society after prison, or having 
chronic health conditions. 76 % of the women 
and children served by YWCA have incomes    
below the federal poverty level or less, the 
equivalent of about $23,850 a year for a 
family of four. 

PROGRAMS: The YWCA has two separate programs which address these 
housing needs: one for overnight and one for longer term. The overnight option is 
called the C.O.T.S. Stay Program which stands for Complimentary, Overnight, 
Temporary, Shelter stay.  It provides its guests with a safe sleeping option, 
shower, hygiene products, non-perishable food items and clean clothing.  In its 
Emergency Shelter Program, women/women with children may stay for 45 days 
with an option for more time.  The Emergency Shelter Program, which began in 
2013, served 192 women and children that year and increased to 875 in 2025. 
Both programs receive referrals from and work closely with the Muncie HUB, A Better Way, Meridian Health, the Department of 
Corrections, the Department of Child Services, the Delaware County Housing Consortium, and Indiana Housing Community 
Development Authority. Each month, the YWCA offers a variety of programming to help its emergency shelter residents in such areas 
as financial literacy, housing, tobacco awareness/cessation, addiction 
recovery, diabetes education, and professional development, including 
resume building and interview skills.  In addition, residents with 
medical/psychological problems are referred for the appropriate help.  

YWCA IS ON A MISSION: YWCA Central Indiana is dedicated to 
eliminating racism, empowering women, and promoting peace, justice, 
freedom, and dignity for all. 

 

            
EXCITING NEWS: In April, they finalized the purchase of the former Garfield 
School which is located in the Industry Neighborhood. According to the news 
release, “The organization will transform the historic building into a hub for 
expanded programming focused on economic stability, housing support, 
neighborhood resources, and educational opportunities for children. This new 
space will create pathways to safety and opportunity for women and families.”  
WaTasha told us that the school was built in 1927 and requires much 
renovation before they anticipate moving in Spring, 2028. They are currently 
undergoing a fundraising campaign. 

FUNDING: Their annual highly successful “Heels” fundraiser provides much needed funds. They 
also receive grants from United Way, the Ball Brothers and George and Frances Ball Foundations, 
and the City of Muncie Community Development, donations from individuals and a Lilly 
Endowment for their work. Last year, the Missional Outreach Committee awarded them a $4,500 
grant.                                                                                                                                                    
Jan and Bill McCune for the Missional Outreach Committee 

  

: D7DVKD%DUQHV* ULIILQ  



Sign-up sheets for Volunteer Opportunities to serve as Liturgist or provide flowers for the 
Communion Table during Sunday Worship, are at the Welcome Desk. 

Liturgists 
We will email the script to you on the Thursday prior to the Sunday you signed up for, and we will 
also print a copy for you. 

Communion Table Flowers   
We will contact you the week prior to the Sunday you signed up for, print your message in the 
bulletin, and arrange for the flower delivery if you wish. 
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The Rev. Dr. Daren Hofmann 
Senior Pastor 
daren@firstpresmuncie.org 
The Rev. Jae Wang No 
Associate Pastor 
knsfc57@firstpresmuncie.org 
Jami Jones 
Director of Pre-Kindergarten 
prek@firstpresmuncie.org 
Lisa Ulrich 
Business Administrator 
lisa@firstpresmuncie.org 
April Murray 
Administrative Assistant 
office@firstpresmuncie.org 
Nathaniel Barber 
Building Superintendent 
ncbarber11@gmail.com 

First Presbyterian Church
1400 W. Riverside Ave.
Muncie IN 47303 

Phone:765.289.4431
www.firstpresmuncie.org 
office@firstpresmuncie.org 

SUNDAY SERVICE TIMES:  
10:00 a.m. Sanctuary Worship Service 
11:00 a.m. International Congregation Service, Chapel 

The 10:00 a.m. Worship Service is available online via our church website,   
Facebook page, and First Pres Church YouTube channel. 
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